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TURKEY: A STRATEGIC PARTNER OF THE UNITED STATES 



Turkey and the United States are close friends, allies and 
strategic partners. 

Turkey is; 

- the 17 th largest economy in the world, 6 th in Europe, and a 
member of G-2 0, 

- a member of the United Nations Security Council in 2009- 
2010 , 

- a country in accession process to the European Union since 
2005, 

- a promoter of positive change along the lines of 
contemporary common values and greater political and economic 
participation in its region and beyond, 

- a moderate force exemplifying that a clash of civilizations 
is not inevitable, 

- a country pursuing active diplomacy to establish a 
benevolent environment in its neighborhood, thus a facilitator 
of improved relations among regional players, 

- an important contributor to the war on terror, 

- an active supporter of the international community's 
collective effort in Iraq and Afghanistan, pursuing a hands-on 
effort to set reforms that will ensure political stability and 
economic prosperity in these countries, 

- a benign regional power working with the international 
community towards ensuring the non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction, 

- a reliable ally dedicated to maintaining NATO as the 
cornerstone for transatlantic relations, 

- a champion of greater energy security through 
diversification of energy resources and supply lines, 

- a contributor to peace, security and stability by providing 
military and police forces and specialists to international 
missions in areas of conflict, 

- a provider of development aid through Turkish International 
Development Agency (TIKA) . 
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ON TURKEY-U.S. RELATIONS 



Turkey and tfce l^'^^^^r^^ ^ 
many decades. Based on shared aCtaine d a -strategic 

Turkish-African reiatrcnshrp b« atta ^ ^ ^ 

partnership" level rn tne -ft^^ energy secur ity, 

addressing critical issues ±1* scope of this 

expanding democracy and free mark f h / C ™ Y t ic Eurasia and 
critical cooperation span across the Atlantic, 

beyond. 

COUNTRIES /REGIONS : 
Iraq 

Turkey's interests in !ra q T ZZ. 

-ST ™crial S£f rnteg y - 
stability and supporting democracy m this country. 

Afghanistan 

With an aim to defeating extremism and terror ism ' 
Afghanistan stand on its own, Turkey f rom th « ^set haB 
undertaken a significant role as part of the in ^Jopm2nt 
effort towards Afghanistan. Providing integrated development 
aid concurrent with considerable security assistance are 
aid con ^" posture Turkey is determined to continue 

components of this posture. iu±r.cy „„ mmiT1 ^,, 
on this track with the U.S. and the international community. 

Pakistan 

Turkey views Pakistan critical to stability and security in 
Afghanistan and South Asia. Turkey's efforts are, therefore, 
geared towards helping to restrain extremism taking hold m 
this country, and assisting to develop an improved climate for 
dialogue and cooperation between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
individually through the "Ankara Process", and together with 
the U.S. through the "Friends of Pakistan Initiative". 

Iran 

Turkey opposes acquisition of nuclear capability/weapons by 
Iran In helping the efforts to resolve the problem through 
diplomacy, Turkey has undertaken certain individual 
initiatives and is prepared to play a constructive role as 
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council. Turkey 
neighboring posture to Iran contributes to this picture. 

This material is distributed by Dickstein Shapiro LLP on behalf of the Republic of Turkey. Additional 
information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC 

-1- 



a 



Middle East 



Turkey's history, predominantly Muslim population, democratic 
and secular system, and close ties with her neighbors provide 
positive tools in the Middle East. This, in turn, places 
Turkey on a platform for offering mediation, political 
cooperation schemes and joint infrastructure presets. 
Turkey's recent contribution in the Israeli -Syrian talks, its 
efforts in Lebanon and contributions through the OIC are worth 
mentioning in this regard. 

The Balkans, the Caucasus and Central Asia 

Turkey supports a Euro- Atlantic perspective for the Balkan, 
Caucasian and Central Asian countries that would be helpful to 
consolidate peace and stability in these neighboring regions. 
Turkey's pursuit as facilitator in resolving regional problems 
are in tune with this policy. 

Africa 

in tandem with the U.S. posture, Turkey's growing role in 
Africa is geared towards helping to sustain peace, stability 
and economic development in the continent. Turkey is a member 
of the African Development Bank, a "Strategic Partner" of the 
African Union, and the "Turkey- African Union Summit" was 
recently held in Istanbul, Turkey. 

ISSUES: 
NATO 

Turkey views NATO as a corner stone for maintaining the 
transatlantic relations and for strengthening international 
security. Turkey supports the development of NATO-EU relations 
on the basis of a mutually agreed framework for cooperation. 

Terrorism 

Turkey is a steadfast ally in the war against international 
terrorism. She fights against terrorism within and just 
outside her borders. The action to prevent the PKK terrorist 
attacks originating from the north of Iraq are part of this 
endeavor. Maintaining close military and intelligence 
cooperation with the US on this issue is a critical priority 
for Turkey. 
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European Union 



Turkey's EU membership is a strategic objective of the Turkish 
Foreign Policy. The accession process also provides valuable 
assets to its standing as a robust member of the transatlantic 
community. Sustained U.S. support in this regard is valuable, 
and is greatly appreciated. 

Cyprus 

Turkey supports a comprehensive and lasting settlement to the 
Cyprus problem on the basis of the established UN parameters 
of bi-zonality, political equality, equal status of the two 
Constituent States and a solution which will bring about a new 
partnership state. Turkey expects the U.S. and the 
international community to encourage the Greek Cypriot side to 
reach a just agreement. Turkey also expects the international 
community to take actions to lift the isolations imposed on 
the Turkish Cypriot people as promised. 

Non-proliferation 

Turkey is party to all international non-proliferation 
instruments and export control regimes, and she works towards 
their expansion and effective implementation. 

Energy security 

Turkey will be a staunch partner in completing the remaining 
projects of the East -West Energy Corridor through the trans- 
Caspian route, as well as the Iraqi energy development. 

Turkey' s UNSC Membership 

Turkey works in close cooperation with the U.S. during her 
non-permanent membership to the UN Security Council for the 
term 2009-2011. 
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DOIN THE CONGRESSIONAL CAUCUS ON US-TURKISH RELATIONS 
AND TURKISH AMERICANS 



America faces serious foreign policy challenges globally, from the 
struggle against Al Qaeda to ongoing efforts in Afghanistan, Iraq and the 
Middle East. It is critical that America focus on building new 
relationships and maintaining partnerships essential to America's core 
strategic interest. To this end, we hope you will join us in 
strengthening our bilateral relationship with our long-standing ally 
Turkey and become a member of the Congressional Caucus on US-Turkish 
Relations and Turkish Americans. 

There is no doubt that Turkey, a steadfast NATO member for more than 50 
years, is one of our most important allies in the Euro-Atlantic region. 
Turkey plays a key role in a number of issues important to the United 
States. The war on terrorism, combating the proliferation of WMDs, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, fighting organized crime and cross-border drug trafficking, 
the Balkans, Caucasus, Central Asia and the Greater Middle East are all 
common risks and challenges that both countries face together, based on 
their shared strategic goals and interests. 

Today, Turkey is a key partner in furthering the American vision of a 
democratic and peaceful Middle East. As the only country with a 
predominantly Muslim population that is also a democracy and has a free 
market economy, Turkey is a role model for its neighbors and plays an 
important role in the Middle East peace process as well as in Lebanon .„ 

The United States also shares growing commercial interests with Turkey 
that go beyond the political and security cooperation. As one of the 20 
largest economies in the world, Turkey has long been considered by the 
United States as a major emerging market capable of receiving large 
amounts of US exports and of hosting American investment. The current US-^ 
Turkish trade relationship of about $12 billion per year is steadily ^ 
expanding and diversifying. US companies are increasingly involved in. ro 
different sectors of the growing Turkish economy. g ui 

Poised to enter the European Union and enjoying close relations with 
numerous countries in surrounding regions, Turkey is an ideal regional 
economic and energy hub. Strong US-Turkish economic relations provide 
American investors access to huge markets in the region. The time is 
right to recognize the critical importance of the US-Turkish strategic 
partnership and join the Congressional Caucus focused on bilateral and 
regional issues. As you may be aware, the Caucus on US-Turkish Relations 
and Turkish Americans was established in March 2001 and now boasts 76 
members . 

The goal of the Caucus has been to foster US-Turkish relations by engaging 
Turkish officials directly including our counterparts in the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly on key issues important to both nations. 
More importantly, the Caucus has played an integral role in strengthening 
our bilateral relationship with one of our most important friends and 
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allies. It is clear that there are many reasons to support a strong US- 
Turkish relationship and Turkey's success as strong democracy, not only 
within the Administration, but within the Congress as well. In this vein, 
it is incumbent on Congress to build broad based support for US-Turkish 
political, economic, and security relations in Washington and across the 
nation . 

If you would like to join the Congressional Caucus on US-Turkish Relations 
and Turkish Americans or seek more information, please have a member of 
your staff contact Jonathan Katz or David Feinman in Congressman Robert 
Wexler's office at 5-3001, Dames Robertson in Congressman Ed Whitfield's 
office at 5-3115, or Rachel Carter in Congresswoman Kay Granger's office 
at 5-5071. 
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JOINT STATEMENT OF THE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA, THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 
AND THE SWISS FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

23 April 2009 

Turkey and Armenia, together with Switzerland as mediator, have been 
working intensively with a view to normalizing their bilateral relations and 
developing them in a spirit of good-neighborliness, and mutual respect, 
and thus to promoting peace, security and stability in the whole region. 

The two parties have achieved tangible progress and mutual 
understanding in this process and they have agreed on a comprehensive 
framework for the normalization of their bilateral relations in a mutually 
satisfactory manner. In this context, a road-map has been identified. 

This agreed basis provides a positive prospect for the on-going process. 
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NATO Can Do Better in Afghanistan 
Now is no time to abandon the mission. 
By ABDULLAH GUL 

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, MARCH 31, 2009 

International efforts to stabilize Afghanistan and improve the lives of the Afghan people 
have fallen short of their targets. There is daily violence in the country and expectations 
continue to outpace achieved results. It is time for a policy shift. It is time for increased 
involvement. 

We must first accept that so far the international community has not achieved results that 
match the significant sum of funds it has spent. We must also realize that Afghanistan and its 
surrounding region cannot be a secondary source of concern. We need to understand that 
this region is the new "powder keg" of the world and that the stakes are as high as they can 
be. 

Therefore, it is encouraging to know that President Barack Obama understands these facts 
and has reviewed the United States' Afghanistan policy. 

Not everything has gone awry. This year, Afghanistan will hold presidential elections. Next 
year, it will hold parliamentary elections, completing a transition to democracy. The Afghan 
people now have a right to universal suffrage. 

However, more must be done. The Afghan National Army is composed of tough fighters, but 
it needs better equipment and training. I saw this first hand on a visit to the country. I saw 
two units. One was composed of International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) troops; the 
other was composed of Afghans. What struck me was that the international soldiers had 
much better equipment. 

One Afghan commander summed it up for me this way. "If anyone has to die for 
Afghanistan, it must not be the children of foreign nations. It must be our sons, and they are 
ready to do so. But they must be given a fair chance to be able to fight for their country. 
They must be properly armed and trained." 

But more troops and more money alone will not be enough. The Afghan government needs 
military force to operate from a position of strength. But real improvement requires 
embracing every Afghan ready to work through peaceful means for the good of their 
country. 

Political, diplomatic, economic, and social efforts must be increased and focused on 
consolidating national unity to bring about tangible improvement to people's lives. To have 
peace, we must win over the people. 

There is a role here for the international community in enabling Afghan officials working to 
meet the basic needs of their people. Health care and education must both be top priorities. 
The country's civil service needs work. Its judiciary and police forces need to be 
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strengthened. The people must come to believe that change is underway that will create a 
sense of normalcy for them. 

We are doing our part. One thing I noticed in Kabul was unpaved roads. Where cars and 
trucks should have been able to drive unimpeded, people slogged through knee-deep mud. 
To fix this, Turkey is paving more than 60 miles of roads inside Kabul. 

There is one more area of struggle, and it is the most difficult one. Extremist ideology in the 
region must be confronted. Education is the long-term remedy. The Afghans' desire for 
education is strong. What's needed is an international fund to support education in 
Afghanistan. 

Turkey, which has cultural bonds with Afghanistan, could take the lead in creating such a 
fund. We have seen firsthand how much can be achieved with perseverance and hard work 
that does not alienate the people. Today, Turkey is involved in building and operating girls' 
schools where once girls could not walk on the streets. 

Turkey, with its limited resources, is doing what it can to support Afghanistan. Since 2002, 
Turkey has assumed command of the ISAF twice. Turkey has also provided training, 
equipment and support to the Afghan National Army and the Afghan National Police. To 
support Afghanistan, Turkey has launched its most comprehensive long-term assistance 
program in its history. And our commitment to reconstruction in Afghanistan is ongoing. 

The international community cannot abandon the Afghan people at their time of difficulty. 
Rather than being mired in subjective discussions of hopelessness, we should draw the 
necessary lessons from the past and focus on helping the Afghan people build necessary 
institutions and find their own solutions to the problems they face. 

Mr. GDI is the president of the Republic of Turkey. 
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TURKEY, PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN 

JOINT STATEMENT 
ADOPTED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
THIRD TRILATERAL SUMMIT HELD IN ANKARA 



Within the framework of the trilateral Ankara Process, initiated on 30 April 

2007, and with a view to continuing and enhancing the trilateral cooperation 
and solidarity among the three brotherly countries, His Excellency Hamid 
Karzai, the President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, and His Excellency 
Asif Ali Zardari, the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, visited Ankara 
on 01 April 2009 on the invitation of His Excellency Abdullah GUI, the President 
of the Republic of Turkey. 

The three Presidents, together with His Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Turkey, held cordial and fruitful talks. They, with 
reference to the Ankara Declaration of 30 April 2007, the Joint Press Release of 
the Joint Working Group of 6 July 2007, the Joint Declaration of 30 October 

2008, and the Joint Statement of 5 December 2008, manifested the need for 
closer coordination and consultation among the three brotherly countries, at a 
time when significant developments have been taking place and initiatives are 
being launched that can have an impact on the efforts to promote security, 
stability, peace, and economic development in the region. 

During the discussions, the three Presidents, who were also accompanied by 
the Chiefs of General Staff and Army Staff as well as highest intelligence 
officials of their countries, covered trilateral, regional and international issues 
of common interest, particularly from a security and stability perspective, 
including with a view to addressing terrorism. The three Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs also held a separate meeting. 

Mindful of the importance of coordination and cooperation in security matters 
between political, military and intelligence authorities at the regional level, the 
three countries have decided to continue trilateral contacts between their 
above mentioned authorities at different levels in functional and plenary 
formats as a structured process. 
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In this vein, apart from the annual Trilateral Summit meetings, the three 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs will meet once a year with the participation of the 
military and intelligence officials of the three countries, the Joint Working 
Group will meet twice a year to follow-up the implementation of Summit level 
decisions and will also prepare the Summit and Ministerial meetings. 

The three Presidents decided to expand and strengthen the trilateral 
cooperation among Afghanistan, Pakistan and Turkey, committing all their 
relevant institutions. 

Presidents of Afghanistan and Pakistan, requested the Turkish President to 
organize in Turkey a regional summit that would underline their political will to 
enhance cooperation on regional issues. 
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JOINT STATEMENT BY 
TURKEY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT OF US SECRETARY OF STATE 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
UPON THE INVITATION OF 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF TURKEY 
ALI BABACAN 



MARCH 7, 2009 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Foreign Minister Ali Babacan today reaffirmed the 
strong bonds of alliance, solidarity and strategic partnership between the Republic of Turkey 
and the United States, as well as the commitment of both countries to the principles of peace, 
democracy, freedom, and prosperity enshrined in the Shared Vision and Structured Dialogue 
document agreed to in July 2006. 

Turkey and the United States reiterated their determination to continue close cooperation and 
consultation on all issues of common concern. They pledge to contribute to peace and 
stability in the Middle East and in this context, to support a permanent settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, including alleviating the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and resolving the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of a two-state solution; to enhance energy security and 
to expand the Southern corridor of natural gas and oil infrastructure to enable Caspian basin 
and Iraqi energy producers to reach European and world markets; to promote peace, stability, 
and prosperity in the south Caucasus, including through U.S. support for the efforts of Turkey 
and Armenia to normalize relations and joint support for the efforts of the Minsk Group to 
resolve the Nagorno Karabakh conflict; to continue to cooperate in the Balkans; to support 
strongly a comprehensive and mutually-acceptable settlement of the Cyprus question under 
the auspices of the UN and in this context ending the isolation of the Turkish Cypriots; and to 
enhance their cooperation in the fight against terrorism, particularly against their common 
enemies, the PKK and al-Qaeda. The United States will continue its intelligence support for 
Turkish 'operations against the PKK and is reviewing ways to be more supportive. As 
members of the G-20, Turkey and the United States pledge continued cooperation to deal with 
the global economic crisis and efforts to increase and diversify bilateral economic relations 
with particular emphasis on trade, investment, scientific and technological cooperation. 

Secretary Clinton and Foreign Minister Babacan discussed Turkey's accession to the 
European Union as a member, a goal the United States continues to strongly support, as well 
as the Government of Turkey's continued emphasis on reform process. With their 
commitment to Transatlantic relations and as Allies in a strong NATO, they pledge continued 
cooperation in Afghanistan, including through continued Turkish contributions to 
Afghanistan. They reiterated their commitment to the sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity of Iraq as well as reiterated their support for a democratic, pluralistic, unified and 
federal Iraq. They also welcome Turkey's deepening relations with the Government of Iraq as 
evidenced by high level visits as well as trilateral meetings to discuss cooperation against the 
PKK Turkey and the United States will strongly back the United Nations Security Council in 
its work to maintain global peace and security for the prevention and removal of threats to the 
international community and in this context will cooperate in dealing with issues including 
terrorism, drug trafficking, organized crime and the threat of the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction and their means of delivery in the region and beyond. 
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Finally, they reaffirmed their determination to diversify the broad based bilateral relations 
particularly between the Turkish and American people. In that context, the Secretary and 
Minister announced the establishment of "Young Turkey/Young America: A New 
Relationship for a New Age." This initiative will enable emerging young leaders in Turkey 
and the United States to develop initiatives that will positively impact people's lives and 
invest in future ties between the leadership of our two countries. 
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Shared Vision and Structured Dialogue to Advance the 
Turkish-American Strategic Partnership 



July 5, 2006 

I. SHARED VISION 

The relationship between Turkey and the United States is characterized by strong 
bonds of friendship, alliance, mutual trust and unity of vision. We share the same 
set of values and ideals in our regional and global objectives: the promotion of 
peace, democracy, freedom and prosperity. Thus, Turkey and the United States 
face common challenges and opportunities that demand our concerted efforts. 
These challenges and opportunities form the specific items of our common agenda 
for consultation and cooperation. 

We agree to translate our shared vision into common efforts through effective 
cooperation and structured dialogue. 

Turkey and the United States pledge themselves to work together on all issues of 
common concern, including promoting peace and stability in the broader Middle 
East through democracy; supporting internationalefforts towards a permanent 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, including international efforts to resolve 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of a two-state solution; fostering 
stability, democracy and prosperity in a unified Iraq; supporting diplomatic efforts 
on Iran's nuclear program, including the recent P5+1 initiative; contributing to 
stability, democracy and prosperity in the Black Sea region, the Caucasus, Central 
Asia and Afghanistan; supporting the achievement of a just and lasting, 
comprehensive and mutually-acceptable settlement of the Cyprus question under 
the auspices of the UN and in this context ending the isolation of the Turkish 
Cypriots; enhancing energy security through diversification of routes and sources, 
including from the Caspian basin; strengthening transatlantic relations and tine g» 
transformation of NATO; countering terrorism, including the fight against the PKK< 
and its affiliates; preventing WMD proliferation; combating illegal trafficking; of |j 
persons, drugs and weapons; increasing understanding, respect and tolerance , 
between and among religions and cultures; and promoting together effective., 
multilateral action to find solutions to international challenges and crises of 
common concern. 
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The United States strongly supports Turkey's accession to the European UnioBu 
and the accession process now underway. 

Our consultation and cooperation will also include enhanced bilateral relations 
with particular emphasis on economic and commercial relations and investments; 
defense/military cooperation; science and technology; and public diplomacy 
efforts and exchanges. 
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II. STRUCTURED DIALOGUE 



Turkey and the United States make use of several consultation channels at 
various levels. It is now time to develop a more structured framework to make 
our strategic partnership more effective and results-oriented. 

In addition to the established High-Level Defense Group (HLDG), Economic 
Cooperation Partnership Council (ECPC) and Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) consultation mechanisms, we envisage four mutually- 
reinforcing tracks: 

a) Expert-Level Consultations: They will be held as frequently as appropriate 
on issues of common concern. 

b) Policy Planning Consultations: Regular meetings will be held between the 
Policy Planning Units to analyze tendencies, trends and developments from a 
strategic perspective, and to offer recommendations, as appropriate, in terms of 
policies to be pursued and means to be employed. 

c) Broad-Based Dialogue: In our determination to enhance and diversify the 
scope of our relationship, we will actively promote bilateral exchanges among 
business groups, media, civil society, scientists and engineers, academicians and 
think-tanks, and educators and students. We will also facilitate opportunities for 
dialogue between the U.S. Congress and the Turkish Grand National Assembly. 

d) High-Level Review: We will conduct a review at the level of Under 
Secretaries at least once a year to provide comprehensive and timely assessment 
and guidance. 

Finally, the Secretary of State of the United States and the Foreign Minister of 
Turkey will remain in regular contact as required to develop this shared vision and 
structured dialogue. 
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Congress of lije aintteo states 

aiaslftngton, S(S 2D515 



April 1, 2009 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 



Dear President Obama: 

As Members of the Congressional Caucus on U.S.-Turkish Relations and as strong supporters of 
our important bilateral relationship, we are writing to you to express our unequivocal support 
for your upcoming trip to Turkey, which we believe is an historic opportunity to enhance one of 
our nation's most important strategic partnerships. It is also a chance to renew the ties that for 
over sixty years have bound America and Turkey together in friendship, mutual respect and 
common purpose. 

President Obama, during your speech to a joint meeting of Congress in February you stated, 
"We are showing the world that a new era' of engagement has begun. For we know that 
America cannot meet the threats of this century alone, but the world cannot meet them 
without America." To that end, your trip to Turkey comes at a critical juncture as the United 
States, and the international community, face a deepening global financial crisis and are 
grappling with serious security challenges in Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, the Balkans, the Black Sea 
Region, and the Middle East. 

We believe Turkey-the world's 17th largest economy, a stalwart geo-strategic NATO ally, a 
member of the G20, and a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council— is 
perfectly suited to "meet the threats of this century," including the threat of nuclear 
proliferation, countering terrorism, energy security, and playing a partnering role with the U.S. 
and our allies in bringing greater stability, democracy and security to several areas of national 
security that are concerns to America, the transatlantic alliance and international community. 

We are hopeful that your discussions with President Gul, Prime Minister Erdogan and his 
government will focus on increasing U.S.-Turkish cooperation and coordination in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Since 2002, Turkey has played a leading role in providing humanitarian, 
economic, military, and security assistance in Afghanistan and has led the International Security 
Assistance Forces in Kabul on two occasions. In April, Turkey will host for the third time a 
trilateral Summit with the participation of the Presidents of Afghanistan and Pakistan. It is our 
hope that as your Administration unveils its strategic review of Afghanistan, NATO allies 
including the Turkish government, which has signaled its support for a new Afghan strategy, will 
be prepared to commit additional resources specifically expanding and improving the Afghan 
security forces and the national police force. 
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As you know, Turkey has also played a positive and cooperative role 
stabilize Iraq through its strong role in the Trilateral Iraq-Turkey-U.S. Commission. Turkey s 
ba e at tnc Hi and Harbur Gate, along its border with Northern Iraq, have been crrt.ca to 
Amer an mi Y operations and logistics in Iraq. During Secretary Clinton's meeting with 
Foreign Mh t Ba acan, she thanked the Turkish government for its "key role ,n helping build 
the Iraqi economy, particularly in Northern ,aq ... and have been very helpful m working with 
the people of Iraq as they struggle to form their own democracy. 

As your Administration finalizes its withdrawal plans for Iraq, it is ^^^^^Z 

done in the Joint U.S.-Turkey Statement on March 7, Amencan and Turkish - "t to 

sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Iraq as well as . . . support for a democrats 

Juralistic, unified and federa, ,aq/< We believe Turkey will continue to be 

Iraq's future political, economic and security success and can-if agreed to by all parties play 

I cen^Ze ln your plans to withdraw American troops safely, effectively and securely from 

Iraq. 

During your visit, we urge you to use this opportunity to reiterate-as Secretary of State Clinton 
did in Ankara-your support for Turkey's membership in the European nion (EU United 
States must remain an iron clad supporter of Turkish membership in the EU. To that end, we 
Seve that your Administration should continue to encourage and provide assistance to Prime 
Minister Erdogan's government to make certain that the necessary political econom.c and 
Zidal reforms arelmp.emented as part of the criteria for membership in the European Un.on. 
We believe Turkey's success as a secular democracy that fully respects the rule of law and 
guarantees freedoms, civil, religious and human rights are in the interest of the Turk,sh people, 
the European Union and the United States. 

There are few issues that weigh more heavily on the minds of the Turkish people than the 
unconscionable death and destruction caused over the past several decades J K K ter^nrts 
We believe that the US must stand with our Turkish allies as they combat the PKK domestically 
and in Northern Iraq and we urge you and your Administration to maintain i America s 
commitment to assist Ankara in their counterterrorism efforts. As we ask Turkey, which has 
been victimized by the PKK, Al Qaeda, and other terrorist groups to work closely with the 
United States in countering extremism, it is imperative that we provide actionable _ 
intelligence" and all available assistance to Ankara to permanently d.smantle the PKK s terrorist 
infrastructure. 

Mr President, in addition to these issues, we are hopeful that your Administration lends its 
unequivocal support to Turkey and its rapprochement efforts with its neighbor Armenia. As 
members of Congress who care about the future of Turkey and Armenia and seek peace, 
security and prosperity in the Caucasus region, it is critical for us to encourage the 
normalization and ultimately the establishment of diplomatic, political and economic relat.ons 
between these two nations. Turkey and Armenia should be applauded and encouraged to 
continue a process that is unprecedented in scope and nature. We believe during this process, 



they deserve the highest level of support in the United States and the internationa 
community. 



Your visit to Turkey opens the door to new possibilities and an opportunity to transform U.S.- 
Turkish relations and strengthen connections between Americans and Turks. As you prepare 
for you trip, we want to express our support for establishing stronger people to people links at 
the educational, cultural and social levels between our nations. We were pleased that 
Secretary Clinton announced the establishment of the Young Turkey- Young America initiative 
and we stand ready to assist the State Department as it implements this program. 

Mr. President, we greatly appreciate your willingness to take into account our thoughts and 
suggestions as you prepare for your trip to Turkey. We know you will be warmly received by 
the Turkish government and people who cherish, as we do, the opportunity to create a new 
chapter in US-Turkish relations based on shared values and a common agenda befitting 
democratic allies and long-standing friends. Please know the Congressional Caucus on U.S.- 
Turkish Relations is prepared to work with you and your Administration to achieve this 
important goal. 

Sincerely, 



Robert Wexler 



Mem 




Kay Grjimger 
Member of Congress 





ran Burton 
Member of Congress 



Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 
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Ed Whitfield 
Member of Congress 



Alcee L. Hastings 
Member of Congress 




Member of Congress 



Steve Conen 
Member of Congress 



This material is distributed by Dickstein Shapiro LLP on behalf of the Republic of Turkey. 
Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC 
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